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FOREIGN BROADCAST INFORMATION SERVICE
AMERICAN EMBASSY
LONDON, W.I.

30 Ausust 1900

STAT
, Chiefl
Foreign Broadcast Information 3ervice
2h30 . 3treet N. W.
Washington 29, D. C.
Dear Roger: bubject: Talks with ERC

Jehn Campbell and I bad an informal and unscheduled talk in
my ofiice in which we discussed basic principlec of coverage of
the two monitoring services. I made it plain that whet I had to
say represented my own ideas on coverage, although 1 thought that
in mest cases what I had to say represented Washington thinkines.

I pointed out that the BBC was covering lewer programs than
it had been in 1954, whereas FBI3 had considerably expanded its
coverage. This trend, I said, meant that FBIS was not only covear-
ing a substantial number of programs from its own natural areas
ol coverage but in addition was assuming nearly two-thirds of the
expansion of' Moscow [oreign-language programs in BRC area of'
coverage.

I said I did not see how FBIS could do its Jjob without =
massive semple ranging between 75 and 100 percent o Moscow
foreign-language programs, although the BBC had continusd to cut
the nercencage of this material which it covered. I added that
I thought the BBC and FBI3 should have an understanding that both
services would assume responsibility for certain areas oi cover-

o

a

®

v l\gvv John replied that the cuts made in 1954 were with the agree-
A YO ment of' FBIS and thet a further cut in Moscow Spanish was made in
. ‘le }f - _an agreement with you._ibtﬁéf'néw Mb§cow programs were coyer?d if
sy’ o their coverage was considered essential, he added. He said he
believed the BBC was already covering more Moscow foreign-language
material than was warranted by its value to the Monitoring 3ervice,
but that the BBC was glad to cover some extra material or FBIS.
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John set 50 percent as the amount of Moscow foreign-languaoe
material as the proper level for coverage and held that represent-
ative rather than saturation coverage wes a sign of' wise monitoring.
He said that the BBC did not have money to do more monitoring and
that he had been forced to say no to many pecple who asked ior
material beyond the resources of the Monitoring Service, and that
those who received negative replies to their requests included
the Foreign Office. Finally, he said that he felt you understood
his position on the question of coverage.

I repeated that one monitoring service or the other would
have to take over essential coverage and that I felt there should
be an understanding between FBIS and the BBC that the essential
coverage should be taken by the monitoring service in whose cover-
age areas the vital new programs were broadcast. If the monitor-
ing service did not have enough resources, they would have to get
them, I added, and perhaps the BBC might be assisted in this
endeavor by another high-level letter on the requirements of FBI3.

John replied that he hoped there would be no high-level
letter until after there had been another coordination-meeting.
Our talk, which was quite friendly, ended with this.

My own personal view is that John does not believe in exhau-
stive Moscow foreign-language coverage and is prepared to trim
other coverage almost out of existence to save money and to free
monitors to listen to programs which are of special British interest.
He is not willing to go to his masters and say he would like to
get more money to do monitoring of interest only to Americeans,
particularly since his own boss, Sir Beresford Clark, through whomn
he would have to make the approach thinks the Monitoring Service
already has a bigger share of the External Services money pie
than it should.

It seems that FBIS is expanding its coverage in Latin America
and the Fer East with some difficulty, while at the same time it
must use its domestic personnel at Hedgeneck to monitor such
programs as Moscow Spanish to L.A. which the BBC has cut from its
coverage schedule. The basic trend can be seen in the attached
chart which shows that while FBIS has increased its voice coverage
22 percent since 195k, the BBC has decreased theirs 13 percent.
The reduction of coverage during years when there has been a
considerable expansion of broadcasting seems almost unbelicvable.
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In one week I will be sending you a background paper giving
you a complete picture of the exact state of BBC coverage.

At this point I believe that the BBC must be asked by you
to take over all Moscow foreign-language broadcasts in its ares
together with more coverage in other specified areas within one
year. Only with such a formidable but completely reasonable
request will FBIS receive a firm answer which could form the
basis of a high-level appeal. As it is, John thinks that FBIS
has taken over about 13 hours of BBC Moscow foreign-language
and that this represents a permanent transfer agreed upon by
FBIS. As he sees it FBIS and the BBC between them are now covers-

fq ‘“;u’ ing at least the minimum percentage of Moscow foreign-lanpguage
VV‘ \ , programs and no further action in connection with varagraph five
f‘”('ﬁ of the last coordination-meeting minutes will be required from
(/' ']

’A A Rg (. HiET

i With my background study of coverage I will enclose a dra’t
of the tyoe of letter I think John should receive from you on
coveraze. Without a direct guestion as to whether the BRC will
undertake specific coveragé;meﬁmgixggggate, I fear we shall
never hear more about the question put to the BBC in the coordin-
ation-meeting minutes. o

Sincerely, STAT

Chief, London Bureau
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BBC AND FBIS COVERAGE OF VOICE BROADCASTS IN 1954, 1956, AND 1960

YEAR

Dec. 1954

Dec. 1956

July 1960
@

Daily Average Total Hours of Voice Broadeasts Covered:

BBC FBIS
Total Hrs B on Total Hrs Increase on
Covered 1954 Cover Covered 1954 Cover
Daily Hﬁ. Percent Daily Hrs. Percent
171 - - 212 - -
135 o - 219 7 3
148 * 259 # 47 22

* Includes an estimated 12 hours of Soviet Regionals.

# This figure includes 34 hours of Soviet Regionals,
but does not include 7 hours of irregular coverage.
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